

NEW LONDON VILLAGE COUNCIL

Regular Meeting – Monday, July 27, 2026 @ 7 p.m.

Mayor Toby Thomas called the meeting to order. He then gave the invocation followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.

Roll call was then taken with the following members present: Crabbs, Anderson, Gerlak, Hess, Roeder and Fannin.  
Also present: Marvin McCallister, Ellen Simmons, Joe Hicks, Natalie Schulte, Shawn Pickworth, Donna Schneiter, Darlene Fleming, Gwean Anderson, Isom Slone, Sandy Sword, Cindy Pelton, Tonya Gray, Misty Berkshire, Meghan Yoongless, Christine Nickoli, George Nickoli, Carissa Surber, Shania Woolf, Stephanie Woolf, Korben Greene, Courtney Sevile, Donna Conaway, Calvin Conaway, Janie Bentley, Hank Bentley, Rochelle Jarvis, Alyssa Entler-LaMothe and Jaina Eagle. 
Toby Thomas asked for approval of the agenda. Crabbs made a motion to approve the agenda. Gerlak seconded the motion. Roll call – All ayes; No one opposed. 

The minutes from the July 13, 2026 regular meeting were then presented for approval. Crabbs made a motion to approve the minutes. Roeder seconded the motion. Roll call – All ayes; No one opposed.

Toby Thomas asked if there were any public questions or statements. 
· Sandy Sword from 167 Park Ave stood and expressed her concerns regarding an herbicide spill near her neighborhood and the lack of notification to the people in the area (worried about pets, kids, etc.). 
· Shawn Pickworth replied they notified the EMA and Village Fire Department immediately, both of which determined there was no hazard present. ODNR is currently monitoring the situation as well. 
· Carissa Surber from 14 E Washburn Street expressed concerns re: Councilwoman Hess writing a letter in support of character for convicted sex offender and asked when Council found out that she wrote a letter in support of character in the case. 
· Cindy Pelton from 2211 Prospect Road stood and expressed concerns and embarrassment re: Councilwoman Hess writing a letter in support of character for convicted sex offender. 

Toby Thomas called for a report from the Administrator. 
· Shawn Pickworth presented the following report:

Water 

· Continue to install new meters. We encourage anyone that receives a meter installation tag to make an appointment. 

· Crews working on a list of new water taps both within the Village and Township. 

· Attended a Teams meeting between the Village and ODNR. 
Wastewater

· New London Ave. Project – work on correcting the paving issues continues. So far, the contractor has agreed to address the intersection of East Street and New London Ave. and the paving east of the intersection. That work is supposed to start this week. We are still working on the paving issues from East Street west to St. Rt. 60 on New London Ave. Right now, I am waiting for a reply from OHM and engineering. More to come.   
Storm Sewers

· No major issues. 

· Failed section of storm was found on West Main Street. Worked with contractor to fix.  
Sanitation

· No major issues. 
  Street 

· Potholes – Please feel free to contact our office if you see one that is not getting addressed. 419-929-4091. Crews have been out trying to address potholes. The streets have taken a beating over the winter, please feel free to report any major holes to the office.
· Brian Cucco and I met with engineers on the East Street Improvement Project. Working on the OPWC/Small Governments funding applications. 
· Salt Storage Building, Brian Cucco has been collecting materials to begin the construction of the hoop storage building.
Other

· Downtown Project – real estate is working on right of ways

· Cemetery – Brian Cucco would like Council’s permission to hire Greg Hamilton for the mowing position at the cemetery at the rate of $13.50 per hour and not to exceed 25 hours per week. This is a seasonal position

· Attended a Landbank Finance Committee meeting on July 21st 

· Met with insurance representative to review the Village’s property insurance. It is that time of year again for insurance reviews and renewals 

· Attended a Huron County Growth Partnership Board meeting on July 22nd 

· Attended a Red Cross meeting in Norwalk on July 23rd 

· Attended the Ground Breaking of the new Firelands Federal Credit Union
Mike Crabbs made a motion to allow Brian Cucco to hire Greg Hamilton for the mowing position at the cemetery at the rate of $13.50 per hour and not to exceed 25 hours per week as a seasonal position. Roeder seconded the motion. Roll call – All ayes; No one opposed.

Toby Thomas then presented Ordinance 2026-14 An Ordinance Adopting a Revised Public Records Policy in Compliance with Ohio Revised Code Section 149.43, and Declaring an Emergency. Second Reading. Crabbs made a motion to approve the second reading. Roeder seconded the motion. Roll call – All ayes; No one opposed. 
Toby Thomas then presented Ordinance 2026-15 An Ordinance Authorizing Real Property Tax Exemptions with Respect to Certain Real Property Within the Village of New London Community Reinvestment Area for the Purpose of Encouraging Economic Development Within That Area; Approving the Community Reinvestment Area Agreement Between the Village and DC Northwest, LLC; Authorizing the Mayor to Sign the Agreement; and Declaring an Emergency. Second Reading. Crabbs made a motion to approve the second reading. Roeder seconded the motion. Roll call – All ayes; No one opposed. 

Toby Thomas then presented Resolution 2026-25 A Resolution Authorizing the Village Administrator to Prepare and Submit an Application to Participate in the Ohio Public Works Commission State Capital Improvement and/or Local Transportation Improvement Program(s) and to Execute Contracts as Required, and Declaring an Emergency. Third Reading.  Roeder made a motion to approve the third reading. Crabbs seconded the motion. Roll call – All ayes; No one opposed.
Toby Thomas then presented Resolution 2026-30 A Resolution to Approve a Then and Now Certificate for a Purchase Made, and Declaring an Emergency. Emergency Reading. Crabbs made a motion to suspend the rules and allow Resolution 2026-30 to be passed on an emergency measure. Roeder seconded the motion. Roll call: Gerlak, Yes; Roeder, Yes; Hess, Yes; Anderson, Yes; Crabbs, Yes; Fannin, Yes. Crabbs made a motion to approve the emergency reading. Roeder seconded the motion. Roll call – All ayes; No one opposed.

Toby Thomas then called for Old Business. None presented.  

Toby Thomas then called for New Business. None presented. 
Toby Thomas then presented the Schedule A bills to be paid for approval. Crabbs made a motion to approve the bills as presented. Roeder seconded the motion. Roll call - All ayes; No one opposed.

Toby Thomas then presented the Schedule B bills to be paid for approval. Roeder made a motion to approve the bills as presented. Gerlak seconded the motion. Roll call - Gerlak, Yes; Roeder, Yes; Hess, Yes; Anderson, Yes; Crabbs, Abstain; Fannin, Yes. No one opposed.

Crabbs made a motion to enter into executive session to consider the employment of a Village employee or official. Roeder seconded the motion. Roll call – all ayes; no one opposed. 
Gerlak made a motion to return to regular session. Hess seconded the motion. Roll Call – all ayes; no one opposed. 

Crabbs made a motion to amend the reason to enter into executive session to consider the appointment, employment, dismissal, discipline, promotion, demotion, or compensation of a public employee or official, or the investigation of charges or complaints against a public employee or official. Roeder seconded the motion. Roll Call – all ayes; no one opposed. 

Roeder made a motion to adjourn. Crabbs seconded the motion. Roll call – All ayes; No one opposed.
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